Staphylococcus aureus exit-site and tunnel infection in CAPD.
Fifty-six S. aureus episodes of catheter exit-site tunnel infections were diagnosed in 40 out of 163 patients treated by CAPD for 30 +/- 22 months, with standard double-cuff Tenckhoff catheters. The rate of infection was 1 episode every 29 patient/months. Local care and antibiotic therapy were effective in 52% of the cases. Whereas in 29 episodes in which the medical therapy failed to eradicate the infection the entire area of granulation tissue and cellulitis was excised then the outer dacron cuff was shaved from the silicone catheter. With this treatment 13 episodes (48%) were cured while, in the remaining 14 patients the catheters were removed because of peritonitis in 10; and for failure to eradicate the infection in 4.